Disability information and awareness notes for KIs
1) Discussion points:

Children with disabilities (CWD):

Q: How do you think families feel about having a disabled child in the family?

Q: Are these children considered a blessing or a misfortune?

Q: Are they included in the family?

Q: Do they get to play with other children?

Q: Is there any difference between the way society views boys v girls with disability?

Q: Do you think CWD can go to school?

Cultural practices

Q: What do people in the community generally think are the causes of disability? 

Q: Are there differences according to educational levels or geographical areas?

Q: What treatments are available? or Where do families take their disabled members?

Other Related Topic Questions:

Q: Does traditional medicine help children with disabilities?

Q: Is their a conflict between modern & traditional medicine?

Q: Does having a disability affect their chances of getting married later?

Q: Do people think that a disability affects your ability to have children in future?

2) Identifying children with specific impairments/health conditions

Hearing Impairment:

 (0-2 years)

1) If baby does not react to loud noises (clapping, whistle, loud speaker)

2) If  you speak normally to your baby, does she turn to look at you?

3) If child is over 6 months and makes no sounds

4) For 2 year olds - can they name familiar objects?

(Above 2 years)

5) Do you have to raise your voice to get your child’s attention?




6) Do you have to increase the volume of the TV or radio a lot?

7) 3-9 years (of normal intelligence) – can they describe an object in meaningful sentences? 




…………………………….

Epilepsy:

1) Does your child ever have/had fits, become rigid or lose consciousness?                          

2) Did you child ever have spasm/jerky movements of arms/legs/ whole body?                  

3) Was there any frothing at the mouth during episode?                                                       

4)  Ever suddenly fallen over and bit their tongue?

Physical Impairment:

1) Compared with other children, did she/he have any delay in sitting, 



standing or walking?

2) Does the child have weakness, stiffness or floppiness in the arms or legs

3)Have any of the following got more difficult?: walking, running, climbing stairs, getting up from squatting position or child has frequent falls 

4) Does he/she find it difficult to pick up or manipulate small objects?

5) Does he or she have any abnormal body part?

………………………………………………………………………..

Visual Impairment:

1) Does your child’s eye look abnormal in any way to you?

2) Do you think your child has a serious problem in seeing?

3) (age 0-5) Can your child look at and follow a moving object?

4) (age 6-18) Can your child count fingers from 6 meters with both eyes open?

……………………………………………………………………………………

Important to note:

· Need to identify those  children with substantial (moderate/severe) impairments

· Duration more than 6 months or from birth if younger

· Not able to easily carry out daily living activities (dressing, self care, moving about etc)

